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Kids on TV frontman, pJ, and Canadian

and'the g4

queer icon John Caffery unpacks his sexy

Working Conditions at Nuit Blanche and comes to Pop Montréal the night after.

By Jordan Arseneault

John Caffery's pedigree is one tnat most (anadian GuEer
artists could only dream of. A Jong-time G0-G0 dancer at the
Tegendary Vaseline parties in Toronto, Caffery was 2 close
friend and acolyte of the late artist/curator Will Munro, and
inhabits @ vivacious Scene in the Quesn’s City peapled Dy the
likes of Diamond Rings and Austra, His art-rock trio Kids on
TV has been a culturaly inventive romp ostensioly valuing
outfits over output, having taken d significant break from the
recording gambit between their 2007 Mixing Business with
Pleasure and their notly anticipated Pantheon album which is
slated for retease this Qclober.

1 the meantime, the 31 year-old ead singer 0f this much-
Joved group goi jobina nonprofit, camned 2 BJ reputation,
and began a fruitiul friendship with {who else?) Otiawa 03y
gallerist with balls, Guy B&rube. Over 2 year after Caffery had
performed al fayourite Bérubé naunt Qverkill Bar and DJd at
La Petite Mort, the w0 got talking about what fo do for tne
capital’s very first Nuit Blanche (Sept 22). Their conyersation
revealed a side of Caffery’s personality that you might not see
if you're distracted by the music videos, the Mighty Real party
persona, {and well, look at him!). Behind the exhibitionistic
queer dance music and pop-rock aesthetic fireworks lies 2
thoughtful empath with a defined politic and 2 surprising faci-
lity with art-speak. Who was this cther Jon Caffery?

=t I'm there DJing, | dont always have 2 chance to share
poitical discourse.” Caffery taments, shirtless on Skypeinthe
mwuﬂmmdwmm. He'd been in-
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pums and publications. So itwasn't that Bérubé was surprised
by Catfery’s ideas: its that his ideas were unrelated to music
and video, the artforms for which the hunk in trunks is known.
Caffery’s proposal for the Nuit Blanche show revealed a witly
awareness of the stoday moral context of Harperian Otiawa.
and a smart take on the boundary between performance art
and sex work.

Trade barriers

The inspiration for his nightiong performance installation
Working Conditions came from seeing the art that would be
on display in September at LPM. It was happening at atime
when two photographers, Mimi Chakarova and Scot Sothem.
were exhibiting in his gallery, both of whom ook 2 sex work
QOne is more celebratory and the other {Sothern] s looking
at the grit,” Caffery explains. ‘It needed 10 be something that
was complimentary, but that would also engage with the 08
neral public and be playful.” The concept emerged fhat LPM
would be transformed inlo @ wind of holistic sexual commerce
utopia, where burlesque artists, 40-go dancers and massaa=
{herapists perform services for one anoiher, and for the o=
neral public over a six-hour period. Dance, purlesque, ¢
massaqe are ‘types of work that sometimes Cross Over i
the sex lrade, but they don't necessarily,” and as such provice
a “safe entryway” for the general public fo observe of g
pate "in vays that make their practice more sustainable.” M€
quest curator contends. [n oifer words, the masseurs migt
get a dance, the dancers a massage, of members of the putic
might cheose 10 give one or gither to the workers on-siie

Caffery is excited about the themes in Working Condiiess
mseonheoouﬁcrdmttmaemmmm‘
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living off the avails, which are to be decided by March of
2013. *It could give people in the capital the chance to have
fun and think about the bigger picture after they leave,” he
hopes. Somehow, despite the fact that porn is everywhere and
sexuality is supposedly liberated, the taboo of sex and money
is one that endures in Canadian society, cloaked in silence.

“| think on so many levels, silence does equal death,” the
youth worker and fong-time go-go boy aifirms. One element
he finds completely unjust is the article in Canada’s criminal
code that forbids communication, or in other words, soliciting
or falking to a potential client in public about remunerated sex.
*So you can't negotiate what you're gonna do, how much it
costs, or safe sex. The way that the current laws are affec-
fing people on the street, indigenous and trans people, furthes
marginalizing them — that needs fo change,” Caffery adds,
spoken with a genuine knowiledge of the reality on the street,
but also an awareness of what people need to hear. Thus, Wor-
king Conditions promises fo “look at how things are celebra-
tory and how things are gritty and unfair, and incorporate both
themes into the project,” he says.

Going til dawn

But will the Nuit Blanche really go all night in Ottawa as
it does in Toronio and Montréal? “We might get shut down
hefore, but I'm ready fo go fil dawn!" he enthuses, adding that

he'll also be at the decks DJ'ing the event — and maybe giving
a good old go-go dance to some lucky attendee. His band's
first EP was, after all, entitled Hustle!

Whether he has to rest all the next day or goes to bed early
in the end, Caffery will have to save his energy for the next
night, when he and his Kids on TV buddies Minus Smile and
Roxy Luchak headline a queer night at Pop Montréal hos-
ted by eccentric ex-folk musician Rae Spoon. KoTV will be
playing sengs from their as-yet unrelzased album Pantheon
and filling the Cagibi with a hungry audience of fans who have
been deprived of their live shows for over two years. In both
cities, John Caffery is sure to be welcomed with open, ahem,
arms,

Working Condtions

w/ John Caffery @ Muit Blanche

Sat. Sept. 22, 8pm - 2am

La Petite Mort Gallery, 306 Cumberiand Street, Ottawa
lapetitemortgallery.com

Kids on TV

w/ Rae Spaen

Sun. Sept. 23

Le Cagibi, 5490 boul. St-Laurent, Montréal
popmontreal.com
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